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Making a Difference in Harrisburg City


Joshua Group





Mentoring can literally change a young person’s life. Every day underserved youth looking for a way out of their overwhelming social circumstances drop by Joshua Group looking for help. These young people are searching for help to be successful in school or recover from dropping out of school. They need regular and intensive tutoring to improve their academic skills and prospects. Joshua Group as a mentoring organization on Allison Hill is able to provide this much needed help for approximately 100 disadvantaged young people each week through our In-school tutoring program, our academic After School program, SAT/ACT prep classes, GED prep classes or by providing Residential Housing. 





Darnell* is typical of the many young people who walk through the Joshua Group doors looking for help to change their circumstances and improve their future through education. By middle school he was performing three grade levels behind where he should be in reading, writing and math. His academic difficulties were further complicated by his inability to maintain appropriate classroom behavior. Darnell recognized he needed extra help with his academics and behavior, and expressed his desire to pursue a more rigorous high school education at Bishop McDevitt High School in Harrisburg. Most of his middle school teachers did not think he was capable of being successful at McDevitt ─ and even Darnell had some doubts about his chances of making it there. 





Darnell’s low placement test results (below 20th percentile) indicated it would be a struggle for him to be successful academically and that he needed to be placed in all Basic classes. During each school day at McDevitt, Darnell attended the intensive Joshua Group staffed study hall. Then, every day after school, he walked down Market Street to the Joshua House Resource Center, where he spent another two- plus hours with Joshua Group tutors completing homework and working on closing his educational gaps. Many days Darnell would work late into the evening to 





complete assignments after sharing a meal with other Joshua students. The countless hours of hard work paid off for Darnell with some truly remarkable results. By the end of his freshman year he had achieved a 2.2 GPA and earned “Commended Student” status. And, more impressively, his high grades in a number of his classes earned him the right to move up to the more rigorous college-prep Academic track at McDevitt in all but two classes for his sophomore year. 





Along the way he received many hours of mentoring from Joshua Group staff, which helped him to turn around his behavior to where he has become a model student. He spent the summer of 2009 working on the Joshua Farm where he not only learned urban organic farming techniques, he also became adept at setting up and running the Joshua Farm Stand two evenings each week. The personal and academic successes Darnell has achieved are dramatic and life changing. His parents and the staff of Joshua Group knew he had it in him; he just needed a mentoring relationship to help him become a young man full of promise.





#  #  #





*name has been changed to protect his privacy














