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Stories That Inspire


Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Capital Region








Joe and Randy


Joe met his Big Brother, Randy, when he was 13 years old. He had been living with his mother and five younger siblings. His father left when he was two and his stepfather had just been incarcerated. Joe’s mother brought him to Big Brothers Big Sisters to get a mentor because she worried that he was “headed for trouble”. Friends he was choosing alarmed her and his behavior was becoming rude and disrespectful. He had decided that the way to get through school was to become the “class clown” and his grades were plummeting.





Randy and Joe started seeing each other on a regular basis … playing basketball, riding bikes, competing in video games, watching movies and talking throughout. Randy included Joe in the ongoing daily activities of living a productive life … washing the car, changing the oil, grocery shopping, going to the post office to mail bills. They worked occasionally on Joe’s homework. They both have a great sense of humor. Randy helped Joe learn the boundaries between funny and disorderly. 





In the beginning, Joe tested and pushed Randy away to see if he would stick around. Randy passed those tests and they have become fast friends. Joe mentioned learning about the importance of finishing school from seeing Randy stay at a good job when he nominated Randy for Big Brother of the Year last winter. Joe is a senior at Central Dauphin High School this year; he and Randy have been matched for over four years. Joe’s mother emphatically states that if not for Randy’s involvement, she thinks Joe would be headed to prison instead of to where he is going: Joe has been accepted for early induction in the Air Force








Alliyah and Lisa


At age seven, Alliyah’s mother realized that as the single mother of three children, one of who had special needs, her oldest needed some additional individual attention. This need was met when Alliyah met her Big Sister, Lisa. Alliyah spent time with Lisa’s family and was included in their activities. Lisa soon became a very important part of Alliyah’s life, attending school concerts, encouraging her drawing and showing her a lifestyle that was different from the one Alliyah had in the public housing unit where she lived.





Alliyah and Lisa have been matched for eleven years; through all of her schooling and her blossoming from a little girl to a young woman. College, Alliyah had thought, was something for “other people” until Lisa pointed out her capabilities. Readying for graduation from John Harris High School, Alliyah applied for the scholarship Big Brothers Big Sisters sponsors and explained what having her big sister meant to her in the following way: “Lisa and her family showed me that there are good parts of the world that actually do exist. I learned from her husband that there are men who do take care of their families. I learned that I can do more than where I came from. She has been there for me to talk to when my friends were mad at me and when sometimes I couldn’t figure out what to do about things. She listened and told me I was smart enough to work it out. I learned that setting an example – like Lisa did for me – is something I can do for my younger sisters.”





Lisa was there at Honors night when we awarded Alliyah with our scholarship. She was also there for graduation. Alliyah is in her second year at Clarion State University, doing very well in her major of Business Administration. She wants to set up a business where she can “hire people and give them hope”. She and Lisa will always be part of each other’s lives.





#  #  #














